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WHAT IS THE CIVIC SOCIETY?
·

·

·

·

·

WHO CAN JOIN?

It is the local civic and amenity
voluntary group, financed by
membership subscription

·

WHAT ARE ITS CONCERNS?

·

It is concerned with civic, amenity
and environmental matters and seeks
to encourage the public and local
authorities to value and care for the
local heritage of buildings and other
features of historical and
environmental quality
It seeks to promote local knowledge
and ‘pride of place’, which is
particularly important in the
expanding city, many of whose
residents are comparatively new to the
area
It is concerned with the future as well
as with the past and present.
Appropriate new buildings and new
facilities are as important as the
preservation of the best of the past today’s development is tomorrow’s
heritage
It is a Registered Charity (No 279306)

·

It is open to anyone (irrespective of
residence) who supports its aims
HOW DO I JOIN?
Application forms are available at
meetings
Contact Membership Secretary:
Ian Webb
WHAT DOES IT COST?
Subscription Rates

Annual
Individual Member
£11.00
Couple or Family
(including children under 18) £17.00
Senior Citizen/
Junior Member
£6.00
Senior Citizen couple
Primary School
Secondary School
Corporate Members
- 1 year
- 5 years

£10.00
£5.00
£10.00

£35.00
£130.00

-------------------------------------

WHAT DOES IT DO?
·

·

·

It monitors planning proposals for its
area of concern and statements of
local policy
It maintains close contact with the
City Planning Service and acts as
an indicator of informed public
opinion by commenting upon
proposals whenever appropriate
It organises a programme of
meetings and visits related to its work
at which non-members are also
welcome

Front cover: Long vacant Art Deco
building at A1 Wansford newly
refurbished (see Nene Living
article on Civic Society website).
Back cover: Peterborough District
Hospital demolition, Memorial
Hospital facade retention and
Cathedral from Hawksbill Way
(photographs taken by Toby
Wood).
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Fletton Quays

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

In December 2015 we addressed the Planning
Committee with our concerns on the Outline
Application for the Fletton Quays scheme
made by PIP (a joint venture between
Peterborough City Council and the Lucent
Group). Whilst we felt that the scheme in
principle was the right thing for our city, we
had concerns about a lot of the detail and
particularly the pedestrian links to the rest of
the city centre that are critical to make such a
scheme successful.
David Turnock
Since the scheme was approved by that
Committee we have had an ongoing working
dialogue with City Council Officers and the
designers of both the office and residential
elements of the project and feel that they have
developed the detail of the design so as to
enhance what was contained in the Outline
Approval. We welcome this dialogue with the
City Council which we believe has helped
bring the best from this project; it will be a
major step forward for the city when
construction actually starts on the south bank
of the river. All we need now is a new
footbridge to get us there!

A very warm welcome to our Annual Report
for all members, both those that have been
supporters of our work over many years and
those recently joining. We had a good number
of new members joining at the Heritage
Festival held in the Cathedral Precincts and
Cathedral Square in early July and this event
has become a very good platform to meet a lot
of new people.
Development in our city is still very active and
the past year has seen major new proposals
come forward as well as the continuing
conversion of older office buildings to
residential use. Our Plans Group Report will
cover the comments we made on the various
schemes around the city but I would like to
highlight 3 major projects for attention.

Impressions of layout of
the planned development
of Fletton Quays (here and overleaf)
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The Streets of Peterborough
The Public Realm works continue to be rolled
out with schemes completed in the last year for
Long Causeway and Wheelyard (the road
leading into the Cathedral Precincts). This is
making the City Centre a more and more
attractive place to be and it bears out the
original investment made to revamp Cathedral
Square. Hardly a month goes by without
another restaurant or shop opening in the heart
of the city- exactly what we need for the life
and vibrancy we want here. Many office
building have been converted into apartments
in the city centre and this increasing population
can only be good for the viability of cafes,
restaurants and other businesses operating in
these pedestrianised streets.

Queensgate vs. North Westgate
There were competing Planning Applications
for Queensgate and North Westgate, each
containing a new cinema as the “anchor” in the
scheme. We felt strongly that the scheme for
North Westgate, which would have allowed the
regeneration of this long neglected area of the
City, would have been the right scheme to
approve rather than that for a new cinema on
the roof of the Queensgate Centre. The City
Council Planning Committee actually approved
both schemes which gave the initiative to
Queensgate as being the smaller but easier
scheme to deliver. Whilst it is good to have a
new cinema complex in the city centre, we
believe a far better regeneration of the area
could have been achieved by taking a decision
to only support the North Westgate proposal.
At the time of writing it is unclear what will
happen with this land- we mustn’t allow the
land to lie fallow for another turn of the
development cycle- a good use for the site
which can be delivered must be found.

Time for ACT-ion
I reported last year that a new “umbrella”
organisation had been formed to represent
historic cathedral cities and towns. This has
now evolved into ACT (Alliance of Historic
Cathedral Cities and Towns) - a bit of a
mouthful in order to not exclude anyone (!) but
a good acronym to try and draw attention to the
special case of our historic settlements. I have
attended the various meetings on a regular
basis with colleagues from other historic cities
and towns around the country. Our efforts were
directed towards a presentation to politicians at
Westminster on 8 March this year where we
had a keynote address from Griff Rhys-Jones
(President of Civic Voice) and other colleagues
to the APPG (All Party Parliamentary Group)
for Civic Societies.
This was well-received by those that attended
and we plan to maintain the momentum that
the group has created to raise the awareness of
the special nature of our historic towns and
cities; it is important that in the drive towards
increasing development in historic locations
that the very character of these special places is
not lost.
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At our forthcoming Civic Voice Conference in
Chester on October 21 and 22nd these issues
will be part of our debate to further reinforce
the message to government that we should not
allow uncontrolled development in these very
special places.

Rosie Edwards

Also ...
You will see elsewhere in our Report that we
intend to replace a lot of the commemorative
plaques we have erected over the years in the
city centre. This will give us the opportunity to
create a more coherent visual style which will
make it easier for both residents and visitors to
the City to spot these and learn more of our
history. A new leaflet will be produced to
accompany this and we plan the launch for late
Spring 2017.

We were especially saddened to hear of the
sudden and unexpected death of Rosie
McDonnell (known to many as Rosie Edwards)
at the age of 62. Rosie was well known and
respected throughout schools in Peterborough
and Cambridgeshire as the Head of the
Stibbington Day Centre of the Cambridgeshire
Environmental Educational Service, a role she
had for 32 years. She was recognised
nationally as an educationalist too, and had
been the Civic Society’s Education Advisor for
many years. An environmentalist, educator,
singer and editor of the local magazine Living
Villages she will be much missed.

Members will be aware of the Heritage Open
Days Event taking place from 9-11 September
this year. David Jost and Pauline Sidebottom
have done a great job in working with Vivacity
and building owners to get a lot more
Peterborough buildings open for this year’s
event. I hope you all enjoyed the visits you
have made over this important weekend. We
plan to try and add even more buildings to the
list for next year.
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PLANS GROUP REPORT

A summary of our comments on the most
significant cases is published in our newsletter
together with the decision of the City Council.
This year these have included:
Ÿ Queensgate, Cinema and foodhall
Ÿ Alwalton Hill, Change from
employment to 610 dwellings.
Ÿ Brassey Close, Student apartments.
Ÿ Barnack, 80 houses
Ÿ Memorial Hospital, Rebuilding and
retention of facade.
Ÿ The Gables Thorpe Road Conversion to apartments
Ÿ Guildhall Walk, Gates.
Ÿ Fletton Quays, Details of Access
road, offices, car park, renovation of
engine shed, public realm and
residential blocks.

Kem Mehmed

Our two Plans Group convenors check through
planning applications lists for schemes which
may be of concern to the Society. The groups
commit to meet on alternate fortnights, one
group convened by Kem Mehmed, the other by
Peter Lee. On about half the occasions this year
there was no need for a meeting. Additionally,
our Chairman receives notifications of most
major developments at the pre-application
stage, giving the whole committee an
opportunity to meet the design team, have a
pre-application view of drawings and express
its initial views. Occasionally these meetings
are at a genuinely early stage; more usually
they are very close to the application
submission date when a scheme has already
been ‘firmed up’ following meetings with the
City Council’s planners. Clearly the former
gives the Society greater scope to influence the
outcome in a positive way.

Each of the Plans Groups has a member drawn
from the general membership as well as its
three committee members. This year they have
been Bill Samuel and Sarah Cresswell and we
are very grateful indeed for their contribution.
Sarah has now stepped down and we would
like to recruit another Plans Group member
from the general membership. Please get in
touch if you would like to join us. The only
qualifications are a reasonable familiarity with
Peterborough and being able to use e-mail and
internet. It would be a once a month
commitment. We meet on Wednesday
afternoons and it’s not a life-time sentence!

Over the past year the Plans Groups have met
on at least 13 occasions. Over 110 applications
have been examined and comments submitted
on 21 of them.

Kem Mehmed and Peter Lee

Chairman David Turnock
and committee member
David Jost photographed by
David Lowndes for a
Peterborough Telegraph
article on Fletton Quays.
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
AND WEBSITE EDITOR'S
REPORT

TREASURER’S REPORT

Ian C Webb

Tony Knighton

Membership news
Please see pages 20 to 22
for the Society’s balance sheet.
At year end 31 May 2016 the Civic Society
had a small deficit of £11.87. The bank
balance was £13341.52.
The finances are in a very healthy position
ready for approximately £8500 to be spent on
replacing and installing new plaques in the
city centre during the next 12 months.
We made a further donation of £250 to
Peterborough 900 Cathedral Appeal.
Sales of the Peterborough in Detail books,
which are now at £10 each from the Society,
brought in just over £1000 during the
financial year.
The lottery was again successful and brought
in £229 net. Our grateful thanks are due to
Liz Davies for organising it again.
The accounts for the year ended 31 May
2015 have been examined and approved by
Messrs Rawlinsons, Chartered Accountants.
They have provided this service for several
years for which we are very grateful.

Membership is currently 272, a small increase
over the year - thank you.
Since our last report the following members
have sadly passed away:
Mr Gordon Chambers
Mr J S Hardy
Mrs P Hill
Mr V Parker
Mr G Russell
Mr S F Stansfield
Mrs K E Whitton
But the good news is the following members
have joined:
Mrs S Cheyne
Councillor R Ferris
Vivien Foster
Mr & Mrs Hart
Chris and Peter Hughes
Mr & Mrs Stewart Jackson MP
Mr & Mrs L Lowings
Mr J J Stokes
Ms C White and Mr G Whyte
Mr A Wilcox
If you know of anyone who may be interested in
joining the Society then please e-mail me and I
will send a membership form. The larger our
membership base, the greater our influence.
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Our Corporate Members are listed below. Their
continued support of our Society is very much
appreciated, not only for their financial support
but their membership indicates that the business
community shares our concern for the protection
and enhancement of the city’s environment.
They are:
Athene Communication
Axiom Housing Association
Baker Perkins Ltd
Cross Keys Homes Ltd
Engineering Serices Partnership
Milton Estates
O & H Hampton Ltd

Email
I also remind members of our email service. The
membership label on your programme card will
confirm if we hold an email address for you. So
far around 62% of the membership are benefiting
from emailed Newsletters (which helps keep our
postage costs down), receive reminders of
forthcoming events and notification of any last
minute programme changes. Occasionally,
‘lastminute.com’ opportunities to visit a place of
interest are made available to us and must be
taken up quickly and the Society receives
information on activities from other organisations
which we will forward if we believe the content
will be of interest to members. That said we are
sparing in the frequency of contacting you. Sadly
though, we can only offer all of the
aforementioned via email due to postage costs.

Savills (L & P) Ltd

Gift Aid
Since its introduction in 2001 most members now
Gift Aid their subscriptions. Some have been on
Gift Aid from the start of the scheme but with the
increases in personal allowances and possible
changes in your financial circumstances, it’s
possible you may no longer be paying tax on your
income/pension. If you have gift aided your
subscription and are no longer paying tax, then
you can no longer gift aid your subscription. If
this is the case then it is important you let me
know so I can withdraw you from the scheme.
If you are unsure whether you can gift aid or not
then please contact Tony our treasurer (see the
committee page for phone numbers and email).
To check if we are still applying Gift Aid to your
subscription please see your membership label
which you will find on your programme card. If
your membership label shows ‘Gift Aid – Yes’
then we are applying Gift Aid to your
subscription; otherwise we are not.
If you are paying tax and want to Gift Aid your
subscription then please contact me, the procedure
is very easy - the scheme is free. It does not affect
the rate of your annual subscription but enables us
to reclaim 25p in the £1.00 from the HMRC on
your subscription.

If you are on email and would like to start
receiving these notices then send an email to me
requesting to join the email service. Please
include your name and post code (not full
address) so I can find you on our records, and
send to: napier_nimbus@btinternet.com. Your
email address will be kept private and not
released to any other organisation.
Website news
For anyone that has not visited the website
before, on the ‘home’ page you will find various
links to items of interest on our site, but space is
limited so not all the links are shown. Under our
banner head is a menu bar and by hovering your
mouse pointer over the different clickable buttons
some will produce drop down menus that give
access to more of the site for you to explore. The
menu bar appears on all the pages so is easy to
find your way around. Overall there are 20 web
pages so if it’s a rainy day then please do spend
some time exploring our website.
A new feature is Nene Living Articles – these are
items written by committee member Kem
Mehmed for Nene Living magazine, and with
kind permission of the editor of Nene Living,
these can now be read on our website via the
‘Publications’ drop down menu.
Ian Webb
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SUMMER VISITS
HUNSTANTON
Eleven members made their own way to Sunny
Hunny on 17th May and to its Heritage Centre
prominently sited beside the Princess Theatre
and The Green. The centre occupies a sizeable
shop handed over by its elderly owners (who
live above) to the Hunstanton Civic Society to
run as a Heritage Centre. It began in 2013, is
staffed by member volunteers and opens only at
week-ends. Hunstanton, unlike Peterborough,
does not also have a historical society, so its
Civic Society clearly serves both roles.
We were met by members who had opened the
centre especially for us and introduced us to
their comprehensive selection of photographs,
plans etc on the development of Hunstanton as a
Victorian seaside resort, its railway link with
Kings Lynn, war-time experiences and the
notorious floods of 1953. Our guide materialised
to give us a guided tour round the town’s core
residential area. The area was envisaged as a
small fashionable resort for the wealthy who
would travel to Hunstanton on the railway
newly opened in 1862, itself the inspiration of
the town’s main land-owner Henry Styleman Le
Strange.

Le Strange employed prominent London
architects to advance his vision of a coastal
village, including William Butterfield for the
layout, architect of some fine London churches,
and Herbert Ibberson. The investment boom of
1850 and 1870 and the purchase of
Sandringham by Queen Victoria for the Prince
of Wales in 1861 all helped Hunstanton to
outgrow its original concept and become a
fully-fledged Victorian seaside resort with, by
1870, a pier.
The houses we saw in the area around St
Edmund’s Terrace, by Butterfield, Ibberson
and the Arts and Crafts Hunstanton School
were a revelation to most of us. Solid
individually designed houses of iron-rich
carrstone topped with plain tiles are adorned
with unexpected features, ornamental leadwork, quirky tapering chimney stacks, leaded
glass, and decorative tile, stone and brick-work.
Together, though very individual in design
their common palette of materials and design
philosophy produce harmonious compositions.
This Conservation Area of Hunstanton is well
worth a visit.
We then went our separate ways whether for
fish and chips, a paddle or a coastal walk
before returning to Peterborough.
Peter Lee
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STIBBINGTON HALL
& CHURCH
Rob and Helen Facer, the owners of the Hall,
generously hosted thirty-one members for our
visit to their house and to Stibbington church on
20th June. We began by walking to the church for
a talk by the Rector, David Ridgeway, on its
history. A little rain dampened proceedings as
we returned to the Hall, but this was soon
forgotten as we listened to a fascinating talk by
Helen on the house and its history then explored
it, wandered in the garden and finished with
excellent spread of tea and cake laid on by Helen
and her team.
The church is an oddly large, somewhat
sprawling building for such a small village.
Original 12th to 15th century work exists inside
(especially in the chancel arch) but externally the
building is predominantly the work of S.S.
Teulon, architect to the Duke of Bedford, in
1848-9. So it links with Teulon’s other work for
the Duke in Thorney, Thornhaugh, and
Wansford. Damp is a problem, and there is no
meeting hall in this part of Stibbington which is
cut off by the A1 from its other half abutting
Wansford. So a Friends group has been set up to
tackle the damp and adapt the building for
greater community use.
The Hall itself Pevsner describes as “the former
manor house with the finest Jacobean façade in
Huntingdonshire”. It is dated 1625 on the porch.
Parts are older, parts younger. Its rooms had
been subtlely decorated and in places altered to
meet the requirements of modern living. A
steady trail or architects, from SS Teulon to our
own David Turnock, had worked on the
building, all taking great care to leave the unity
of the south-western façade intact. Helen
outlined its history of colourful owners, none
perhaps more so than Captain Vipan - see below.

Hannah Hackett (now Forman) of Nene Valley
Railway sought out information on Captain
Vipan and produced a piece for the Winter
2003/4 issue of Nene Steam from which the
following is taken. Our thanks to Peter Waszak
for drawing it to our attention and to Hannah for
allowing us to use it.
Captain John Alexander Maylin Vipan
(1849 - 1939) and Stibbington Hall
Stibbington Hall was built for Peter
Edwards from Elton on the site of the
original manor. It is of Ketton stone with a
Collyweston slated roof and was completed
in 1625. In 1757 the Hall was inherited by
Dr. William Walcot of Oundle who never
lived there. He died in 1806 and the Hall
passed to his son, William and was later
purchased by the Duke of Bedford and it
was from the Duke of Bedford that Captain
Vipan eventually bought the Hall.
Captain Vipan, familiarly known as ‘the
Captain', was born in May 1849. His father was
John Maylin Vipan who, in 1845, married
Harriet Goodman, daughter of Simon Goodman
of Willow Hall, Thorney. They lived at
Stibbington Hall. Clearly the family had lived in
the area for some time. Robert Vipan, an ancestor,
was a waterman who petitioned in 1666 that he
be given land at Sutton Gault to build a cottage.
‘The Captain' was educated near Montreaux,
Switzerland and then went on to Sandhurst Royal
Military College. He then joined Princess
Victoria's 89th Foot Regiment and later Royal
Irish Fusiliers where he rose to the rank of
Captain. He served in Burma and India and saw
active service in the campaigns of the 1870's.
Whilst in India he gained a reputation as a big
game hunter, and a 'fine shot'. Captain Vipan
never married and spent the greater part of his
retired life with his nephew, Alexander, who with
his wife and family had a suite of rooms in the
Hall. He died aged 90 in 1939.

Through Helen, we were pleased to make a
donation to the Friends of Stibbington Church of
£200.
Peter Lee
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Stibbington Hall rear view

A man of many interests..
Vipan was a well-known ichthyologist and
was awarded a gold medal by Czar Nicholas
11 of Russia for having the finest collection of
fish in captivity. These were kept in two houses
in the kitchen garden, one for cold water
equipped with a special pump to keep up the
supply of river water and the other for tropical
fish. The unique collection was transferred to
London Zoo a few years before his death. He
was also a fellow of the Zoological Society.

He was an entomologist, specialising in
butterflies and moths and had one of the best
collections ever made in this area which was
sold by Glendinnings in 1943.

Locally, he was a keen follower of the
Fitzwilliam hounds and for forty years as a
Magistrate was chairman of the Norman Cross
bench. He had an interest in Peterborough
Museum and was at one time vice-president of
the Society. His collection of instruments of
torture and correction was sold at Sothebys
The well-known 'guppy' originated from
after his death and 3 items were bought for the
Captain Vipan's interbreeding three wild races
museum - the old whipping post from Boston
in his tanks. During 1909 he sent some of
these guppies to Herr Arnold of Hamburg who Jail, a pair of plain branks and an elaborate
scold's bridle. He also had a complete set of
established the guppy as an aquarium fish. He
uniforms of his regiment from drummer boy to
also cultivated ferns and orchids in his kitchen
captain.
garden. Two orchids which he was the first to
cultivate were named after him, Vanda Vipanii
and the hybrid Cypripedium Vipanii. A superb
photographer, he took photos of all the orchids Peter Lee and Hannah Hackett
he cultivated.
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APETHORPE HALL

Adjoining the King’s bedroom is that of his
court favourite, George Villiers, later made
Duke of Buckingham. Rumour has it that a
connecting passage between the rooms was
discovered during past renovations but no sign
of it could be seen on our visit, however hard
we looked.

On one of the few sunny afternoons in an
unpredictable July, thirty-nine of us in two
groups visited Apethorpe (pronounced Apthorp) Palace. Since our last tour in 2012 the
‘Hall’ has become a ‘Palace’ and has been
transformed from a decaying shell into a
beautifully restored building almost ready to be On the ground floor overlooking the main axis
lived in and enjoyed.
to the east is a statue of James in his regalia
holding the orb and sceptre. During its days as
On the day our party was welcomed by Mel
an approved school the sceptre was replaced
and Paul of English Heritage at the security
with a dining chair leg, which now has heritage
gates off a narrow back lane in the village.
value, perhaps.
This entertaining and enthusiastic double act
took us on a journey through the earliest parts
This brings us to more recent history. In the
beginning at the original North Gate and going 1950’s the estate was sold and the house
through, largely in chronological sequence.
became an approved school under the Catholic
Apethorpe Palace is a country house dating
Church. In 1982 the school closed and a year
back to the 15th century and was a favourite
later the building was sold to Wanis Mohamed
“royal residence” of James I. The main house Burweila, who had plans to found a ‘university’
is built around three courtyards lying on an
in the courtyards of Apethorpe. These plans
east-west axis and is approximately 80,000
never materialised and he left the country for
square feet in area. It is acknowledged as one
political reasons. As the house was empty and
of the finest Jacobean stately homes in
neglected from the early 1980s it was
England. The palace holds a particularly
becoming dangerously unsafe with damp and
important place in English history because of
rot and was included on the English Heritage
its ownership by, and role in entertaining,
Buildings at Risk Register as one of the most
Tudor and Stuart monarchs. Elizabeth I
important houses at risk.
inherited the palace from her father. Her
successor James I personally contributed to its In September 2004 the estate was compulsorily
extension resulting in a set of impressive state purchased by English Heritage which has spent
rooms featuring some of the most important
£8 million refurbishing it to save it from ruin.
surviving plasterwork ceilings and fireplaces of Much of the work was carried out by Stamford
the period.
restoration and conservation builders, E.
Bowman & Sons Ltd. In 2008, the asking price
The highlights of the tour included some
was upwards of £4.5 million.
details you may not come across in desk
research, although there is a good deal on the
internet about the more recent events. The
most impressive room is the Long Gallery
which was built in 1624 for James 1. It has a
relatively low ceiling in Jacobean ornate
plasterwork. There is a large heavily sculpted
fireplace, the full height of the room, which
depicts ‘the good life’ of music, wine etc.
interworked with a biblical scene of David &
Goliath. Close to the hall is the King’s
bedroom again with fireplace and plasterwork
ceiling symbolically decorated in both subtle
and obvious praise of his majesty!
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Opinion
In December 2014, English Heritage
announced that Baron von Pfetten, a French
anglophile and keen field sportsman, bought
the palace for a reported £2.5m. English
Heritage was always sure that the best
solution for Apethorpe was for it to be taken
on by a single owner, who wants to continue
to restore the house and to live in it;
especially one who has experience of
restoring historic buildings and is prepared
to share its joys with a wide public.
Baron Pfetten has agreed to an 80-year
commitment of 50 days public opening a
year - an undertaking several members of
the Peterborough Civic Society have taken
advantage of this year.

The total cost to the public purse of rescuing
Apethorpe Hall is somewhere between £9-10
million, on a par with some of the great master
paintings that have been purchased for the
state. Considered in this context and given that
this building is one of only a handful of such
country houses of its type and historical
connections it is a justified cost. However, this
nationally significant asset is only accessible to
the public on fifty days of the year and not in
its entirety. The building cannot be seen from
the public highway or footpath so cannot be
experienced in any way apart from on
conducted tours, currently arranged and staffed
by English Heritage. The cost to the Exchequer
of each person-visit can only be approximated
by the layman but would be in the region of
£100 per person per visit. If you missed this
years trip I suggest you consult the EH website
to find out how to arrange a tour!
Kem Mehmed
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Liz Knight, Academic Director of University
Centre Peterborough gave us a whistle stop
review of University level education in
Peterborough in December. From partnerships
between the Regional College and Sheffield,
De Montford, and Loughborough Universities
to deliver specific courses, to the Joint Venture
between the College and Anglia Ruskin. The
emphases on relevance stood out a mile,
whether in taking market intelligence to
schools to guide career choice, supporting the
Children’s University idea for 7-14 year olds,
addressing the needs of poorer or ethnic
minority students, or ensuring that all courses
have an employer link to guarantee relevance.
There are 800 students currently undertaking
degree courses; the aim is to reach 1000 and
eventually to obtain Taught Degree Awarding
Powers (allowing UCP to create and validate
its own degree programmes) and achieve
University College status.

TALKS PROGRAMME 2015/16
Ian Harvey, from Civic Voice, the national
umbrella body for civic societies enlivened our
AGM evening in October with a vigorous
account of what this tiny organisation is
undertaking nationally. It includes coordination of War Memorial restoration, Civic
Day awards, promoting Heritage Open Days
and work to try and influence our law-makers
with the All Party Parliamentary Group of MPs
on Civic Societies. A look at its web-site gives
a far fuller picture - see
www.civicvoice.org.uk
Richard Hunt was the Archives Manager at
the Central Library when he spoke to us in
November. He is now the Director of Culture
at Vivacity - a well-deserved promotion. His
theme was Unbuilt Peterborough - schemes
that did not come to fruition. He took us
through the fine vision of grand Victorian
villas to surround Central Park, a vision that
foundered in Peterborough’s lack of a middle
class with the resources to commission more
than a handful of villas. The idea of a Palm
House in the centre of the Park brought
forward memories of Joseph Paxton’s fine
parks elsewhere, but the sad fact that only
subscribers were allowed access to the Park in
the 1890s was a symptom of the unreality of
much of the project, which led to the City
Council purchasing the Park for £5000 in
1898. Another scheme which stayed on the
drawing board, this time fortunately, was the
proposed demolition of the Guildhall in 1897
to provide enlarged accommodation for the
City Council.

Mark Edwards and David Pennell’s talks are
summarised separately. Edward Hamilton’s
talk on trees was cancelled at very short notice,
with Toby Wood stepping in to describe the
work the Society is doing to create a Blue
Plaques scheme in central Peterborough.
Neil Mitchell, a popular and well respected
local historian with a thoroughly researched
talk on Peterborough in the 1960s and 1970s
rounded off the season.

A selection of our speakers
throughout the year
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Ÿ They undertake community
campaigns (the food bank campaign
had been a success).
Ÿ They champion the underdog (or as
Mike put it “put the mike in the
hands of the little guy”).
Ÿ They sponsor community awards
(business, education, environment,
pride in Peterborough).

LOCAL PAPERS IN THE
MODERN WORLD
A talk by Mark Edwards, Editor of the
Peterborough Telegraph - January 2016.
Mark’s full title was “Is there room for a local
paper in this modern world”. Not surprisingly
his answer was “yes”, but with the caveat that a
local paper had to use digital media and social
media to the utmost in order to survive. He gets
moment by moment feed-back on web-page
use and described planning for the next 3
digital devices to come on the market although
no-one know what they would be!

The speed of change was a huge challenge.
Their web site had expanded and gone from
83,000 hits in 2007 to 329,000 now. There
were distribution challenges. The change from
Patel’s corner shop to a Londis or Tesco
Express means the loss of paper delivery
rounds. Fewer people walk their children to
school, picking up a paper on the way back.
Some only buy a local paper when they call at
a garage to fill up. The move from a daily to a
weekly paper meant that the front page story
had to be one with relevance over a period, not
just a flash.

Mark had been PT (previously ET) editor since
2007. He also serves as Editorial Director for
Johnson Press Midlands, an area extending as
far as Buxton.
Localness is the key to local papers success.
Originally they carried national and
international news. Transport, literacy and
prosperity changed that. Now local papers have
local offices so that they can be a drop-in point
for local news-makers. Strictly they don’t need
offices as journalists are now MO-JO’s
(Mobile Journalists working without an office
base and armed with a mobile phone and laptop
with the ability to send in stories from any
location with internet access). But their
connection with the community and ability to
have face to face communication is key.

Some lively questions came. Editorial
independence was queried. He emphasised that
that was strictly imposed on editors. Sadness
that obituaries seem to have vanished. (People
dying in Stamford get some recognition- not so
in Peterborough- apparently because fewer
generations want obituaries). The dominance
of the TV agenda. Some insights were given
into the packages that were offered to
advertisers- a mix of print and on-line,
Facebook and click-throughs.

Local papers are important, he said.
Ÿ They provide accountability,
especially holding local councils to
account (Joel Lamy looks at all City
Council agendas and tweets from
selected ones as well as writing
stories). They bring to the fore
matters that people ought to know
about, but which could otherwise slip
through.
Ÿ A local newspaper is an organisation
that can easily be reached (unlike
many other bodies that have become
increasingly impersonal).
Ÿ They are for a for debate.

Mark Edwards
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THE BURGHLEY HOUSE
ESTATE
A talk by David Pennell, Estates Director
February 2016
A full house heard this excellent talk. David
has been Estates Director since 2009. His wideranging job is to provide the revenues to keep
the house going. The various portfolios are
held within a Charitable Trust covering the
house, the collection and much of the estate.
The various arms of this Burghley House
Preservation Trust provide employment to
nearly 120 staff working on the following:
Ÿ Managing buildings- some 75%
listed properties, houses, shops and
factories, pubs and hotels- includes
providing business advice.
Ÿ Farms-25 farms are let.
Ÿ Education- 300 schools accessed the
facilities in 2015- outdoor education
will be developed soon.
Ÿ Restoration- 3 Full-time Collyweston
slaters and 2 full-time stone masons
are employed. Their 5 year
programme includes rebuilding 2
chimneys per year at £25,000 each.
Rebuilding the 225m long ha-ha
costs £1000 per metre and is
undertaken at a rate of 20m per year.
There are 14 miles of park wall
needing maintenance. The Dairy
Farm in Burghley Park was being
converted into a 10 bedroom holiday
‘cottage’. Internally recent inspection
and treatment of the hammer-beam
roof of the Great Hall and repainting
had been done by in-house
craftsmen.
Ÿ Trees are surveyed twice a year. And
there is a programme of replacement
planting influenced by the grand
designs of avenues, vistas and water
created by Haynes’ linear scheme for
the parkland, overlaid by Capability
Brown’s later scheme.
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Ÿ Garden of Surprises- attracts
45,000 visitors per year.
Ÿ Sculpture garden
Ÿ Community engagement. A
footpath had been created on
Burghley land linking to Pilsgate.
Ÿ Quarries- Cuckoo Lodge and
Wakerley Quarries produce road
and foundation limestone.
Wakerley will open soon and
required the building of a two-mile
haul road.
Ÿ Housing development- A small
scheme of private housing in
Millstone Lane Barnack was
currently under construction.
Ÿ Major development. The Stamford
Football Club had been relocated
and a new stadium built at a cost of
some £6m, with joint usage by the
Football Club and Stamford
College. This has freed up the
present site for a housing scheme.
The Trust takes good design very
seriously and will produce a Design
Guide to ensure high quality
development on the site. Another
site on Barnack Road is a scheme
of affordable housing. 72 houses
were being built in 2016; 30 being
retained for letting.
Ÿ The 18-acre walled garden is being
restored for future uses.
We heard about the programme of events for
2016, including Battle Proms, a Festival of
Aston Martins, Film Festival, Spooky Tours
for children, and the imaginatively named
Dirty Week-Ends - creating a 20 mile assault
course attracting around 10,000 competitors
with all their needs for camping, toilets, food
music and huge quantities of beer! And, of
course, the small matter of the Burghley
Horse Trials…
Peter Lee

TALKS PROGRAMME 2016 - 2017
All meetings at 7:30 pm
St Mark’s Church Hall
Lincoln Road
PETERBOROUGH PE1 2SN
MEETING

SPEAKER

Monday
12 September 2016

Simon Machen, Director of Growth and Regeneration
Peterborough City Council
‘Recent Developments in Peterborough’

Monday
10 October

Annual General Meeting followed by:
Stuart Orme, Head of Operations, Peterborough
Cathedral
‘Preparations for the 900th Anniversary of
Peterborough Cathedral in 2018’

Monday
14 November

David Bond, Lecturer and Hon. Assistant Priest at
All Saints Church, Stamford
‘Church Towers in the Landscape’

Monday
12 December

Sue Knight, local Holme resident and historian
‘Holmewood Hall - its History and Surroundings'

Monday
9 January 2017

Paul Chamberlain, Author and Historian of the
Napoleonic era
‘The Napoleonic Prison of War camp at
Norman Cross’

Monday
13 February

David Crawford White, Oxford Archaeology East
‘The Romans of Fane Road, Peterborough’

Monday
13 March

Philip Parker, Environment consultant
‘The Natural History of Whittlesey Brick Pits’

Monday
10 April

David Reeve, former head of Norfolk Police
Royal Protection Squad
‘Recollections from Protecting our Royals at
Sandringham’
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PETERBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MAY 2016
INCOME

Gift Aid - Income Tax Receivable
Chairman’s Evening
Visits

2016
£

2015
£

268.37

273.75

-

15.00

915.00

720.00

83.50

173.25

296.50

67.90

Subscriptions received

1364.00

1645.00

Peterborough In Detail
Sales

1041.57

1775.98

0.20

0.13

-

38.30

17.00

20.00

457.00

470.00

Sale of DVDs
Donations - General Donations

Interest Received
Meeting Income
Tea Towels
Lottery
Plaques leaflets

2.00
_________ __________

Total Income for the year

4445.14

5199.31

Less: Expenditure for the year

(4457.01)
(8457.97)
_________ __________

Surplus/(Deficit) of income over expenditure

(11.87)
============
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3258.66
============

PETERBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MAY 2016

EXPENDITURE

Annual Report
Newsletters
Monthly Meeting Expenses
Insurance Premium
Visits
DVD Order
Committee Members Expenses
Civic Voice Subscription
Donations
Printing and stationery
Plaques
Peterborough In Detail
(including stock adjustment)
Refund to Members - visits
Peterborough In Detail expenses
Lottery Prizes

2016
£

2015
£

703.92
504.36
197.52
189.80
554.08
179.66
351.00
250.00
112.20
49.23

537.05
530.21
217.00
175.00
774.60
345.00
171.55
320.00
1100.00
156.18
7.50

1080.00
57.0
228.24
_________
4457.01
============

Total Expenditure for the Year
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3811.00
82.88
230.00
________
8457.97
=============

PETERBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST MAY 2016
2016
£
Fixed Assets
Tangible assets
Cost
Depreciation

2015
£

1043.83
(1043.83)
________
________

1043.83
(1043.83)
_______
__ _____

13341.52
3168.00
________
16509.52

12273.39
4248.00
________
16521.39

_________

__________

Current Assets
Cash at bank and in hand
Debtors
Stock

Current Liabilities
Creditors

_________
-

Current assets less current
Liabilities

________
16509.52
================

______
________
16521.39
================

Capital and Reserves
Balance brought forward
(Deficit)/Surplus of expenditure
over income

16521.39

19780.05

(11.87)
_________
16509.52
================

(3258.66)
________
16521.39
================
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www.peterboroughcivicsociety.org.uk

Peterborough Civic Society is
affiliated to Civic Voice.

