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WHAT IS THE CIVIC SOCIETY?

 It is the local civic and amenity
voluntary group, financed by
membership subscription.

WHAT ARE ITS CONCERNS?

 It is concerned with civic, amenity
and environmental matters and seeks
to encourage the public and local
authorities to value and care for the
local heritage of buildings and other
features of historical and
environmental quality.

 It seeks to promote local knowledge
and ‘pride of place’, which is
particularly important in the
expanding city, many of whose
residents are comparatively new to the
area.

 It is concerned with the future as well
as with the past and present.
  Appropriate new buildings and new
facilities are as important as the
preservation of the best of the past -
today’s development is tomorrow’s
heritage.

 It is a Registered Charity (No 279306).

WHAT DOES IT DO?

 It monitors planning proposals for its
area of concern and statements of
local policy.

 It maintains close contact with the
City Planning Service and acts as
an indicator of informed public
opinion by commenting upon
proposals whenever appropriate.

 It organises a programme of
meetings and visits related to its work
at which non-members are also
welcome.

WHO CAN JOIN?

 It is open to anyone (irrespective of
residence) who supports its aims.

HOW DO I JOIN?
 Application forms are available at

meetings.
 Contact Membership Secretary:

Ian Webb.

WHAT DOES IT COST?

Subscription Rates

Annual
Individual Member £12.00

Joint or Family Membership  £20.00

School Membership (all ages) £10.00

Corporate Membership:
contact Membership Secretary for details.

-------------------------------------

Front cover: Antony Gormley’s Places
to Be installed on central Peterborough
skyline during  May 2018.

Front and back cover: Toby Wood

All other photographs provided by
Society members, in particular Peter
Lee, David Jost and Toby Wood or from
copyright free sources. Other individual
photographs credited as appropriate.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

David Turnock

It is my great pleasure to introduce our Annual
Report for 2018 with an overview of what has
been a very successful year for our Society.

Last year I noted what a good attendance we
had at our lecture series through the
autumn/spring season of 2016/17; I have to say
that those meetings we have held over the past
year have had even greater attendances and we
had a few times when there weren’t enough
seats in the hall for all our members and guests!
I would like to thank Jeremy Roberts for all the
efforts he has put in to making this such a
success and I hope to see as many of you as
possible for our current 2018/19 season.

Similarly the summer visits organised by
Pauline Sidebottom and Peter Lee have been all
fully subscribed and a great success - I hope
those members that attended fully enjoyed the
visits.

Members may recall that we had Kevin
Trickett from the Wakefield Society as one of
our speakers last winter - Kevin showed us
how he had managed to improved the profile
and membership of their Society. Our
committee took many of these ideas on board
and decided to have a membership drive
particularly for corporate members in
Peterborough. Athene Communications (who
are already corporate members) helped us in
issuing information to around 50 companies in
the city.

Whilst we still hope to receive responses from
a number of organisations, so far we have had
21 new corporate members joining the Society
with those companies agreeing to support us
for a period of 5 years. This will be a great
boost to the Society’s income and will enable
us to develop and expand the range of projects
we carry out in the city.

Each year we are the co-organisers of Heritage
Open Days in early September; this year we
arranged for access to more buildings than ever
before and the intention is for this to grow year
on year. My thanks are due to David and
Beverly Jost and Pauline Sidebottom for
working so hard to bring this about.

This year being the 900 Year Celebration of the
current Cathedral building being commenced,
we decided we would publish a series of
notecards based on the successful Peterborough
in Detail book of which I’m sure many of you
have a copy. The sale of these cards is going
well and all the money raised after costs will be
donated to Cathedral funds. I have to say that
while there is still some of 2018 to run the
general celebrations and events centred on the
Cathedral this year have been very well
organised and have served to bring a lot more
visitors into the City - a particular success is
having the Tim Peake spacecraft on display in
the north transept of the building - a quite
brilliant juxtaposition of old and new!

Members will be aware that the Society has
closely followed the Fletton Quays
development from gaining planning permission
to now being constructed on site. We were
opposed to the height of some of the taller
blocks of apartments proposed by Weston
Homes and these have now been “topped out”
on site. They do seem tall but whether the scale
of these will improve when the raw concrete
frame is fitted with windows and walling
materials is still to be seen. However the
riverside pedestrian areas in front of these
blocks will be a major gain to the public areas
of our city.
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might not know of, please let us know so we can
make sure it is included in the new document.

We hope this body of work might be ready by
late Spring 2019. Of course the easiest way to
see the Cathedral from any distance would be to
build a tall spire on top of the central tower, but
that is another project altogether…….!

I continue to represent Peterborough Civic
Society on the steering group of the ACT
(Alliance of Historic Cathedral Cities and
Towns). We are currently seeking funding from
Historic England to carry out research into the
development pressures on historic towns and
cities in the UK. If we are successful then it is
likely that Peterborough would be one of the
cities to be studied. I think this would be most
useful for planners, architects and developers in
our city so we can compare and contrast the
regeneration and development pressures that
exist on a national basis with those we must deal
with on our own doorstep.

Your committee will continue to work for the
good of our city and I look forward to seeing
you at our forthcoming AGM and Winter
lectures.

David Turnock

David Turnock and  the Mayor,Cllr Chris Ash
at this year’s Heritage Festival.

We think a key element to making this space
welcoming and accessible for residents and
visitors will be the construction of a pedestrian
footbridge linking the site to the Embankment
on the north side of the river; it is encouraging
that the Peterborough Telegraph have added
their support to our campaign to try and get this
new bridge built. We wholeheartedly support
this initiative and will do whatever we can to
encourage the City Council and others to bring
it about.

We wait to see how the refurbishment of the
Whitworth Mill building as an arts venue will
help the regeneration of this riverside area but
we must state how well the newly completed
City Council Offices are looking as part of the
overall scheme. The quality of work in the old
railway building looks to be to a good standard
and it is possible to see how the public areas
between the buildings on site will look when
complete. The mural from the old Mitchells
Building (latterly used as the PCC Planning
Dept.) has now been re-erected on site in a
position where it is easier to study than when it
was immediately next to the traffic on Town
Bridge.

As members will be aware, we like to work
closely with officers from the City Council
with the shared goal of improving our city. The
current project we have been asked to work on
is to renew and improve on the Cathedral
Views Study which we first produced in 2001.
A lot has happened since then, not least the
development of digital photography! We are
still agreeing the detail of how we will
accurately record and assess each viewpoint,
but this is a challenge that we very much want
to accept.

There are limited views of our cathedral
particularly from the west of the city so those
views that do exist, or have been seen
previously but are now obscured, are
particularly those we need to study. So here is
my challenge to you; if you have a favourite
view of the Cathedral or one that you think we
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Roger Davis

Please see pages 24 - 26 for the Society’s
accounts.

The Society’s finances have been bolstered
by the decision to increase members’
subscriptions for the first time in nineteen
years.  Ian Webb and I would like to express
our thanks to all members for the ready co-
operation received in implementing the new
rates.

The increase in subscriptions produced
additional income of close to £1,000 and we
were able, as a result, to claim additional Gift
Aid of over £300 from HMRC. The Society
also enjoyed an increase of £700 in
donations, through both the generosity of
members and a concerted drive to encourage
donations from non-members attending our
meetings.

A reduction in costs of £400 was achieved by
issuing newsletters online, where possible,
and by obtaining better terms for printing the
Annual Report.  These savings were offset by
one-off additional costs of stationery and
postage incurred in implementing the
subscriptions increase and the new data
protection regulations.

The results of all of these efforts have been to
place the Society’s finances on a firmer
footing with a surplus of £1,427 for the year
and an increase in our cash balances of £731.

The Society’s major project for the year was the
production of the Peterborough in Detail greeting
cards (see images below), in association with the
Cathedral Gift Shop.  Our own share of the costs
was £1,545 for 5,040 cards.  The initial sale
proceeds, for May 2018 only, totalled £272.  Once
the initial outlay has been recouped, all profits will
be donated to the Cathedral to assist with the
maintenance of the fabric.

Our thanks are again due to Rawlinsons Chartered
Accountants for examining our accounts without
charge.  I would also like to thank my predecessor,
Tony Knighton, for his kind assistance in explaining
the Society’s financial arrangements to me at a time
when he was under great personal strain.

Roger Davis



PLANS GROUP REPORT

The two Plans Groups have had a busy year.
Although we have sometimes cancelled meetings
due to a paucity of significant applications there
has been a number which have taken up much of
our time and limited human resources. Fairly
extensive comments have been submitted on the
applications discussed below.

In the past year we met 12 times, studied over
100 files and made comments on 39 of them.
Many of the comments passed to the planning
office offered suggestions and opinions on
applications and a small number were in support
of proposals of good quality. Twenty-two
comments returned were objections.
Descriptions and  summaries of some of our
comments have been published in our
newsletters and can be found on line together
with the City Council decision.

Over the last twelve months the number of
planning applications of all types received by the
City Council reached a total of about 2200, a
10% reduction on the previous year. Between
five and a dozen applications per meeting are
selected by the group conveners from the on-line,
weekly lists provided by the City Council.
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Each Plans Group meets once every four weeks
at the Planning Department offices to go through
the paper files of the selected applications. Just
a month or so ago we had our first Plans Group
meetings at the swanky new Sand Martin House
on Fletton Quays. A splendid job has been done
on the refurbishment and conversion of the
railway engine sheds and the Society has booked
a well equipped meeting room for the next year
there.

Significant Applications:

· Whitworth Mill Conversion, Fletton
Quays. We heartily welcomed this
proposal but expressed concern over the
design and bulk of an external staircase.
Some reduction in height was achieved
but not entirely as we would like to have
seen it. A Revised application was
approved.

· Hotel at Fletton Quays. A 160 bed, eight
storey hotel with ‘sky-bar’ was approved
despite our objection to the monolithic
and ‘lumpy’ style of the building. The
lure of the ‘Hilton’ name was perhaps too
much of a temptation for the PCC
members.

· Pearl Centre, Lynch Wood Business Park.
This application was for two, 5 storey
office blocks and a retail unit next to the
existing office complex. It included a new
access to Orton Wistow neighbourhood
which ignited opposition from virtually all
quarters including PCC Highways. The
applicants withdrew the application and a
revised attempt is expected soon.

Refurbished Engine Shed
Fletton Quays

Kem Mehmed



Replacement of the Oundle Rd HQ of
British Sugar with housing and a Lidl
store. This involved demolition of the
dark glass ‘box’ building which is a rare
example of quality recent architecture
in Oundle Road. Whilst not opposing
the housing we objected to the
demolition of the Arup-designed glass
building and its replacement with a very
ordinary store. (The Arup building had
received an RIBA award in 1975 and
acclaim in architectural and specialist
glass journals of the time). We also
informed the Twentieth Century
Society and urged the City Council to
consult them. That Society produced an
extremely persuasive, helpful and
informative letter pressing the Council
to refuse the application unless the
Arup building was converted (e.g. into
the Lidl store) rather than demolished.
We await the decision.

British Sugar headquarters, Oundle Road

� North Westgate Area. A comprehensive
scheme to redevelop the last remaining
major site and eyesore in the city centre
was received from Hawksworth plc
whose owner has been assembling
property on the site over the last two
decades. The society welcomes the
scheme, has some reservations on
details of access and servicing but
major concern over whether it can be
delivered without the support of the
PCC. This is apparently not
forthcoming as they wish to promote
their own scheme. Decision awaited.

� Former Marks & Spencer building,
Bridge Street. The upper floors of the
shop and office are proposed for
conversion to apartments. We objected on
the loss of retail and office space and
inadequate provision for car and bike
parking and rubbish collection. Decision
awaited.

� Bridge Street Police Station, Hotel. A
proposal to demolish the buildings on this
traffic island site and build a Premier Inn
on much the same footprint led to a short
campaign to delay permission until a
rerouting scheme for part of Rivergate
carriageway was produced and the hotel
footprint slightly adjusted. This would
have enabled the roadway between the
police station and Customs House to be
pedestrianised and landscaped. Everyone
liked the idea but decided that the chance
to see the site developed immediately
must not be missed and approval was
granted.

Other planning matters, including the
Peterborough Local Plan and the Guildhall Walk
right of way application, were addressed by the
Society’s committee. In both cases outcomes are
awaited.

We would like to thank all our members on the
Plans Group panel and especially Peter Hughes
who for health reasons has resigned. So we have
to make our usual appeal for more help. The
panel now comprises; Henry Duckett, Peter Lee,
Kem Mehmed, Peter Beasley, Peter Sargent,
Pauline Sidebottom, Bill Samuel, Keith Lievesley
and David Turnock. Please don’t think about it,
volunteer now!

Kem Mehmed and Peter Lee
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Ian Webb

General Data Protection Regulation - I thank all
our members for their assistance in helping the
Society to comply with this new regulation.

Membership is currently 265 and your continued
membership of the Society is very much
appreciated.  We have been pleased to welcome
22 new members over the past year. If you know
of anyone who may be interested in joining please
let me know. We have a membership form on our
website for downloading or printing off (under
“Join Us” on the menu bar).

Our Corporate Members up to 31 May 2018 are
listed below.  Their continued support of our
Society is much appreciated.  They are:-

� Athene Communication
� Axiom Housing Association
� Baker Perkins Ltd
� Cross Keys Homes Ltd
� Engineering Services Partnership
� Milton Estates
� O & H Hampton Ltd
� Savills (L & P) Ltd

As our chairman has written (page 5) we are
delighted to be in the process of welcoming many
more corporate members who will be
acknowledged in next year’s report.

Since our last report we have lost several members
for various reasons, mainly due to poor health or
age.  Some of our more prominent members to
have sadly passed away include Roy Bird MBE,
J G P Crowden KStJ JP and Daphne Faux.

Gift Aid

Thank you if you have been able to gift aid your
subscription.  The label on your membership card
will indicate ‘Gift Aid – Yes’ if we are applying
gift aid to your subscription, otherwise we are
not.  If we are and the amount of income tax you
pay annually is less than 25% of your annual
subscription, then please contact me so I can
withdraw you from the Gift Aid scheme, or if you
want to withdraw for any other reason then please
let me know.

If you are paying income tax and want to Gift Aid
your subscription then please contact me and I
will send you a Gift Aid statement to sign and
return, after that we do all the work and the
scheme is free. It does not reduce the rate of the
annual subscription you pay to us, but enables us
to currently reclaim 25p in the £1.00 from the
HMRC and thus make the most financially of
your subscription.

If you are unsure whether you can gift aid then
please contact Roger Davis our treasurer.

E-mail

The label on your membership card will confirm
if we hold an email address for you, but if you
change your email address please let me know.
Around 78% of the membership are on email so
If you would like to try it, send an email to:

napier_nimbus@btinternet.com

requesting to join the email service and make the
most of your membership.  Please include your
name and post code (not your full address) so I
can find you in our records.  Sadly postal costs
preclude us sending this information by post but
we are sparing in the frequency of contacting you.
Your email address will be kept private and you
can opt out of email at any time if it is not for
you.

Website news

 www.peterboroughcivicsociety.org.uk is alive
and well - do visit it.There’s lots to explore!

Ian Webb

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
AND WEBSITE EDITOR'S
REPORT



HENRY PENN AND THE VOICE
OF THE CITY

A new piece of public art, the Voice of the City*,
commemorating the bell founder Henry Penn
(1685-1729) was inaugurated on 20th December
2017. It was the culmination of a long campaign
by Wansford historian Michael Lee, who has
thoroughly researched his life and all his known
work, to have  Penn properly honoured in
Peterborough. The installation is sited close to the
Magistrates Court on Lower Bridge Street. Penn’s
foundry was behind the Magistrates Court site,
backing onto Bell Dyke from where bells were
dispatched to about 100 churches in 13 English
counties, as far afield as Cheshire and Yorkshire.
Penn is now commemorated by Henry Penn Walk
alongside the river at Rivergate, by an
information panel there, by the discrete bell
motifs on the railings beside the Court and by the
naming of the underpass link to the Key Theatre
car park as Foundry Walk.

Simon Machen, Stephen Broadbent, Michael Lee,
Cllr. Peter Hiller, Cllr. Steve Allen

Artist Stephen Broadbent
and historian Michael Lee

But the bell installation is clearly the finest
memorial to Penn and is well worth close
examination. An information panel plots the sites
of Penn’s bells and the main piece shows a bell
emerging from a mould - of limestone-
surmounted by an illuminated flare denoting the
pour of molten metal.

The work is the latest contribution to
Peterborough’s public realm by the Stephen
Broadbent Studio of Chester. Their other work
includes the Long Causeway artwork, the wavy
Corten steel central reservation on Bourges Blvd,
the redecoration of the Queensgate overbridge
and the three pronged tongue of steel  depicting
Mind, Body and Spirit outside the hospital main
entrance.

* Voice of the City is a reference to the so-called
City Bell at Peterborough Cathedral which
chimes the hours. It is the only survivor of a full
peal of bells Henry Penn cast for the Cathedral.
For more information visit www.pennhenry.co.uk

Peter Lee
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SUMMER VISITS

DELAPRE ABBEY AND
BRIXWORTH CHURCH
8th May 2018

Delapre Abbey in Northampton and the
celebrated Anglo Saxon church at Brixworth
were our destinations in May. Nineteen of us
travelled by coach.

 Delapre’s story is a chequered one, so much so
that the original Abbey buildings and its
religious order are long gone. Yet extensive
grounds survive and within the present 17th

century house there remain the shadows of the
original convent in its courtyard arrangement,
candle recesses and some doorways in internal
walls. We were given tours by very competent
guides who took us through the history. The
original convent of St Mary De La Pre was
built about 1145 as a Cluniac convent ruled
from Cluny in France. One of its claims to
fame is that it was one of the eleven overnight
resting places for the body of Queen Eleanor
on its way from Lincoln to Charing Cross in
1290. As such, nearby is one of only two
remaining Eleanor Crosses on the route. (We
were concerned to hear that its current state of
deterioration is a major issue). The grounds of
the abbey became the site of the Battle of
Northampton in 1460, and the Abbey was
Dissolved in 1538.

After falling into semi-dereliction, the building
was bought by a former Lord Mayor of London
Sir John Tate in 1546 whose descendent Zouch
Tate had undertaken the current rebuilding by
the time of his death in 1651.

It then passed through several generations of
the Bouverie family until requisitioned, like so
many grand houses, for military purposes - in
this case infantry training - in 1940. After the
war it was used by the Ministry of Works for
its Northamptonshire County War Agricultural
Committee, co-ordinating food production and

In the ownership of Northampton Corporation,
it housed its estates department in the mid
1950’s. The poor state of the buildings led to a
vote by the Council in 1954 to demolish. There
followed a battle to save the building led by Dr
Joan Wake the County Record Officer who saw
it as an ideal home for the County Record
Office. She and campaigning locals won the
day and the Abbey became the County Record
office from 1959 until 1992 when it was
relocated.

The house stood vacant then until 2000, when
again the need to restore the Abbey buildings
was pressing. A Friends of Delapre Abbey
group was formed and following tortuous
processes The Delapre Abbey Preservation
Trust succeeded in obtaining grant support for
restoration works, now completed.  The Abbey
had been opened to the public only shortly
before our visit, run by a very committed team
of volunteers.

Delapre Abbey
and gardens
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Our guide Dr Sutherland

Brixworth Church exterior and interior

In the afternoon the coach took us to the
Anglo-Saxon Church of All Saints, Brixworth
where we were met by members of the Friends
group. After a general introduction to this
remarkable church- described as ‘the most
impressive pre-Viking church still standing in
England’ we met Dr Diana Sutherland,
formerly Curator in the Department of
Geology, University of Leicester. Her work
with the Brixworth Archaeological Research
Committee resulted in her co-authoring a
remarkable 300-page study of the church
published in 2013. Her contribution was a
stone-by-stone survey identifying the many
places of origin and geological variety of the
building’s fabric. It raised fascinating questions
as to who had the authority to order the
transport of materials from afar, including
some originating in Roman buildings, perhaps
in Leicester. She took us round the outside
identifying this remarkable diversity and
outlining the evolution of the building. Of
special interest is the enlightened treatment the
church received from Rev C Watkins, vicar
from 1832 until his death in 1873.

Before leaving with a glow that we had indeed
received VIP treatment, we were treated to tea
and cake by the very friendly and welcoming
Friends of All Saints.

Peter Lee

             Brixworth Church
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A DAY IN BOSTON
13th June 2018

Twenty four members descended on Boston on
a pleasant June day. As it was a market day
some of us arrived in the morning to have a
general look at the town before our planned
visits to The Guildhall and Fydell House.

It is easy to forget that St Botolph’s Church
(Boston Stump), so often seen from afar, is
actually the largest building in England that has
always been a parish church. Magnificent
inside with its lofty aisles almost the height of
the nave, it dates from 1309,  a time of wool
wealth for the port of Boston. We found the
place buzzing. Wood carvers were at work.
The café area was full, the shop open and
exhibitions of stone relics and needlework
were on the walls. And for the dedicated
church explorer the fine group of 62
misericords could have occupied the rest of the
day.

On the walk back to the Guildhall, street names
(eg Shodfriars Lane) reminded us of the several
Friaries founded in the town by merchants. We
assembled at The Guildhall, of 1390, and had a
guided tour from Polly Wilkinson. She took us
through its medieval history when Boston
traded fine wool with the Hanseatic League,
then its role in the 17th Century in the trial and

          Fydell
          House

imprisonment of the Puritans who were to
become known as the Pilgrim Fathers and then
to its use as a wartime British Restaurant.

Then next door to Fydell House for tea and
cake and a talk on the story of this superb
Queen Anne mansion, the finest house in the
town. It was the home of wine merchant and
cloth importer William Fydell in the 1720s then
Thomas Fydell, MP for Boston and houses an
American Room dedicated in 1938 by the
father of Jack Kennedy. It has survived
wartime bomb damage, a demolition threat and
most recently, the withdrawal of local authority
support. It is now the headquarters of the
Boston Preservation Trust, a long established
trust with major achievements in the care of,
especially, the Parish Church.

The house was well worth a visit, but bears the
signs of a building requiring further restoration
and a decent maintenance fund. Some parts
retain all the original features, but others have
modern strip lighting and are let to tenants in
an effort to generate income. Nonetheless both
the house and garden are sustained through the
commitment of a gallant team of volunteers,
and some income generated from its use as a
wedding venue.

Our grateful thanks to Alison Fairman for
hosting us.

Peter Lee
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ST MARY’S CHURCH BUCKDEN
19th July 2018

As a prelude to our visit to Buckden Towers we
obtained access to the church. Given the very
close proximity of the two structures and their
obvious historic and architectural connections
this seemed an appropriate addition to the
evening’s programme.

Standing at the south-west corner of the
churchyard the relationship between St Mary’s
and the ‘Great Tower’ (alternatively the ‘King’s
Lodging’ of the former Palace of the medieval
Bishops of Lincoln) and its curtain-wall is
indeed striking. Equally arresting is the contrast
in materials with which each is constructed,
given that they are broadly coeval in date.

The dark Tudor brickwork of the Great Tower
and its long curtain wall, the former with its
typical diaper patterning in vitrified ‘headers’, is
markedly at variance with the motley assortment
of stones - from dressed ashlar to random rubble
walling - with which the church and its tower
are constructed.  The red brick may be from a
local clay or, possibly, from Wootton, south-
west of Bedford. Stone buttressing and window
dressings to St Mary’s seem to be executed in an
assortment of Jurassic limestones from one of
the outcrops of such; perhaps from west of
Bedford or west of Peterborough. (Some
appeared shelly enough to be Barnack
Ragstone.)
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On the other hand, the random mixture of small
stones, boulders, flints, bits of clunch and
brown river cobble would have been sourced
locally from the overlying blanket of glacial
boulder clay. This motley collection of
materials would originally have probably been
plastered externally to give a more uniform
texture and appearance.

The C13th contributions would have been
made under the auspices of either Bishops
Hugh of Wells or Grosseteste, both of whom
made major additions to the Palace, all sadly
lost in a major fire in 1291. (Robert
Grosseteste, a major figure in medieval
European history: scholar, proto-scientist,
reforming bishop and critic of archbishops,
kings and popes alike - who had consecrated
the unfinished (it still is!) Abbey church of
Peterborough in 1238 - died at Buckden Palace
in 1253.).

Major benefactions by Bishops Gray and
Alnwick in the 1430’s enabled a virtual
rebuilding of the church to be undertaken,
widening its footprint north and south. But this
objective was somewhat constrained by the
proximity of the Palace’s moat (filled in long
since) leaving the tower oddly misaligned
internally in relation to the Nave’s east-west
axis. An interior flooded with light (no
Victorian stained glass and only fragments of
surviving medieval glass – Norwich School - in
a few tracery lights) reveals elegant arcades
which, although perhaps fifty years apart in
date, are virtually identical in their essential
details.

Buckden Towers
and St Mary’s Church



Fine contemporary timber roof structures survive
to nave, aisles and chancel; some carrying
winged angels; those in the south aisle also
carrying an assortment of musical instruments.
Dated repairs and additions to the roof timbers in
1649 and 1665 suggest that St Mary’s suffered
some damage during the Commonwealth and
Protectorate (as indeed did the Palace).

Three periods of restoration in the C19th were
followed by a particularly heavy-handed effort in
1909 which left the interior ‘mercilessly scraped
and repointed’. Some relief is provided by some
fine monuments and an especially fine set of
pews bearing a variety of poppyhead finials and
panelled backs made by Thompsons of
Peterborough, who also reassembled and
reconstructed the Puritan pulpit.

As to the monuments, just a few may be singled
out. In the chancel two (unrelated) Bishops
Barlow are commemorated by a somewhat
confused Baroque composition. The incoherent
jumble incorporates bits and pieces from that to
the first bishop, whose monument was smashed
up in 1642, into that of the second, in 1691.

The Latin epitaph, to both, refers to the Puritan
‘rabid fanatics’; further evidence of the
unpleasantness visited upon the  church during
the Civil War period.

In the nave north aisle is mounted a large white
Gothic Revival triptych of 1831 carrying
remarkably ‘correct’ detail for its time. Its
designer was Thomas Rickman, the Liverpool
architect who gave us the nomenclature for
English medieval architecture: Norman - Early
English -Decorated - Perpendicular. In the
churchyard a C16th tomb chest marks the burial
place of Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, the
shortest-lived peer on record, at just four days.

Henry Mansell Duckett

Footnote: So engrossed were many of our party
in exploring the church interior that we failed to
notice that an over-zealous church-warden had
locked the main south porch door and locked us
in. Thanks to the investigative skills of one of
our party, however, a small door in the chancel
was discovered which provided our means of
escape.
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BUCKDEN TOWERS
19th July 2018

It was a beautiful, warm summer evening when
19 members visited Buckden Towers and St
Mary’s Church, Buckden. The graceful and
elegant white limestone church stands adjacent
to the blunt utilitarian red brick keep of the
former palace of the Bishops of Lincoln and
provides a complete contrast although both
buildings were built (or in the case of the
church ‘rebuilt’) in the same century, the
fifteenth. Henry Duckett gave us a very erudite
talk and tour of the Church (see page 15).

The Great Tower and Inner Gatehouse are all
that is left of the Bishop’s Palace as built by St
Hugh in the 12th Century but the footprint of
his Great Hall can still be traced on the ground.
The Palace had many royal visitors over the
centuries.

Perhaps the most interesting from our point of
view was Katherine of Aragon who lived there
from 1533 to 1534 after her divorce from
Henry VIII. By the 19th Century the importance
of Buckden had declined. The buildings fell
into decay, the greater part were demolished
and the furniture sold in 1838. Mr James
Marshall (of Marshall and Snelgrove) built a
large house for his son in 1872 and this now
occupies a large part of the site.

We were appreciative of the stained glass
windows (ancient and modern) in the three
chapels particularly as the low sun illuminated
them for us beautifully.

We ended our visit with tea/coffee and a
plentiful supply of delicious home-made cakes
prepared by Christine Lawrence, our gracious
hostess.

Peter B Sidebottom

Tea and cake in the garden after the tour

17



TALKS PROGRAMME 2017/18

September: Excavation of Spitfire X4593,
Holme Fen
Speakers: James Fairburn and Anthony
Haskins

On 22 November, 1940 a Spitfire of 266
Squadron from Wittering crashed near Holme
Lode Farm, Holme. At the controls for what
was intended to be a routine training flight was
20 year old Pilot Officer Harold Penketh.
During a battle climb to altitude with two other
Spitfires he broke from formation and entered
a dive. He struck the ground vertically. His
body was recovered from the wreckage 2-3m
down in the peat and buried in his home town
of Brighton. Whether the crash was a result of
oxygen supply failure or mechanical failure is
not known.

Our speakers, from Oxford Archaeology East,
led the excavation. It included the removal of
the major finds (engine, propeller etc).  The
archaeologists were joined by The Defence
Archaeology Group who oversee Operation
Nightingale, a military initiative using field
archaeology and heritage skills to aid recovery
and skill development of service personal and
veterans injured on military service. The dig
was also used as a test case for updating of
advice on the recovery of crashed aircraft.

The remains of the Spitfire have initially gone
to RAF Wyton for conservation with the long
term aim of presenting them in the Great Fen
Visitor Centre. The excavation also coincided
with the 75th anniversary of the Battle of
Britain and was just before the 75th anniversary
of the crash. Clearly the extensive media
coverage of the project was helpful to the Great
Fen Project, promoters of the dig. Our
presentation was fascinating and at times
moving as some personal items of the pilot
were also recovered.

Spitfire
X4593

October: The Russell Family of Thornhaugh
Speaker: Rev Peter Morrell

Our speaker, a retired circuit judge, is now an
ordained minister. Whilst serving in
Thornhaugh church, he became intrigued by
the Russell monuments there and the plethora
of Russell references in our area. Whilst many
of us will feel familiar with the Victorian
legacies of the Dukes of Bedford (Thorney,
fens drainage and housing in Wansford and
Thornhaugh) perhaps fewer of us knew of the
crucial roles the Russells played at national
level in the 16th Century. The family origins as
wealthy wine shippers came to royal attention
in 1506 with a royal party shipwrecked off
Weymouth and the actions of young John
Russell. His linguistic skills as an experienced
traveller came to the attention of Henry VII
and he was made a Gentleman of the Privy
Chamber. He was retained by Henry VIII and
caught the eye of Wolsey, who he served. He
was close to the King in the Field of Cloth of
Gold in 1520 and was knighted for his courage
in actions after Henry declared war on France.
Russell was a key player in securing the future
of Peterborough as a Cathedral following the
appointment of John Chambers as Abbott and
then first Bishop of Peterborough following the
Dissolution. The Abbey lands were parcelled
out and John Russell received land at Thorney
and Oundle.

Sir John Russell, 1st Duke of Bedford
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He became an executor of Henry’s will. In
view of his closeness to Henry’s court, it isn’t
surprising that his sympathies were Protestant.
Yet he managed to transfer his allegiance to the
Catholic Mary and was appointed as her
ambassador to Spain. He died in 1555 aged 70.

The fascinating story continued with the 2nd
and 3rd Earls especially and is recounted in a
booklet available from Thornhaugh Church,
‘The Russells of Thornhaugh’ by Peter
Morrell.

November: Development Plans for the New
Authority
Speaker: Mayor James Palmer

It isn’t often that the society has politicians as
its speakers but a full house of 78 members and
guests, including some leading City
Councillors, turned out to hear James Palmer,
the Mayor of the Combined Authority of
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. As head of
a new body attracting some scepticism, he
started by briefly setting out his background as
former leader of East Cambridgeshire District
Council and the case for Municipal mayors. He
had supported the idea of a mayoral body
covering Cambridge, Peterborough, Norfolk
and Suffolk, but when that met local
opposition, saw the advantages of becoming
one of only 7 mayoral bodies in the country.
The prime advantages being to attract
additional funding from Government, to gain a
level of ministerial access not usually available,
and to achieve better decisions from joint
working.

Mayor James Palmer

His areas of responsibility are infrastructure,
housing and skills development. He set out
ambitious ideas in each of these areas. A lively
question and answer session followed, with
particular interest in how sustainable transport
ideas have changed (e.g. less grade separation),
how in practise he will be able to open up more
land for housing (e.g. an M11 North?), and
facilitate sufficient funds for a University for
Peterborough. And behind it all, whether there
is a risk of too much attention being paid to
Cambridge to the detriment of Peterborough.
The verdict of most was ‘a commendable
performance’.

December: Remaking Wakefield Civic
Society
Speaker: Kevin Trickett

Kevin Trickett

Kevin, President of the
Wakefield Society, is a
leading figure in the
Civic movement and
full of ideas. He advises
struggling civic
societies and promotes
the relaunch of

moribund ones. Whilst not falling into these
categories, your committee felt we might all
benefit from some of his tricks. We heard
about Wakefield’s ‘City of Sculpture and
Public Art’ leaflet (very relevant to our efforts
to raise the profile of Peterborough’s public
sculpture), hosting visits from other societies,
other social events, annual dinners, design
awards and their corporate membership
scheme. We were pleased to note that we tick a
number of the boxes - especially our corporate
membership drive and the importance of being
visible and active on-line as a way of reaching
a wide age range. Wakefield clearly dabble in
areas (e.g. history of individual streets and film
screenings) where, for Peterborough, our
vigorous local historians and our Film Society
are normally better able to tackle.
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January: The Pile Dwellings of Must Farm
Speaker: Mark Knight

With a massive dig on our doorsteps of
international significance, extensive media
commitments and the inevitably huge job of
writing it up, we were grateful that Mark
Knight, the leader of the Cambridge
Archaeology dig team was able to give us his
time. His excellent talk covered the
geological/sea level context for the deposition
of the pile houses and their subsequent
preservation following a fire, the rich range of
artefacts surviving from the houses and the
evidence from log boats, eel traps etc of the
working life of the community. Several web-
sites have excellent pictures of the work in
progress and finds. Just Google Must Farm if
you missed the talk.

Must Farm excavations

Mark Knight

Photographs courtesy of  Peterborough
Archaeology

February: The History of St John’s Church
Speakers: June and Vernon Bull

St John’s Church

Illustrated with their superb collection of
postcards, photos and newspaper cuttings, this
was a comprehensive double-hander covering
the early history of the church, its reorderings
in the 1880s by architect JL Pearson and again
in 2010 to install a range of new rooms at the
west end. Names associated with the church
told fascinating stories - from The Blessed
Henry Heath, a Jesuit martyred at Tyburn, who
was baptised there; Thomas Worledge,
‘Britain’s Rembrandt’; Sir Malcolm Sargent
(church organist and choirmaster); the
formidable Dr Walker and his many doctoring
descendents; and Matthew Wyldbore MP
whose bequest to the bellringers includes the
obligation to ring a peal of bells on the
anniversary of his death.
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April: The Gardens of the National Trust
Speaker: Veronica Bennett

Veronica speaks on behalf of the Trust and the
300 or so gardens it owns and maintains, half
of which are listed as being of national
importance. From the earliest acquisitions,
Hidcote and Bodnant, we were taken on a tour
near and far. Peckover House, a town garden;
Sissinghurst, ‘plantsmanship at its most
masterful’; Stowe, ‘the birthplace of English
landscape gardening’, and much more. She
gave us detail on Lyveden New Bield - how
restoration/completion of  its four spiral
mounds, orchards etc have been guided by
letters from Sir Thomas Tresham whilst
imprisoned as a recusant. From the philosophy
of the Trust - to avoid a corporate approach and
retain uniqueness ; to detailed management -
each gardens and parks advisor has a portfolio
of gardens to be maintained according to
carefully researched statements of significance;
their planned phasing out of the use of peat;
their using plants and trees destroyed in the
1987 storm to propagate anew,  it all amounted
to a thorough and professional briefing.

Lyveden New Bield landscaped gardens

Photograph courtesy of Archaeology Data
Service

March: The History of Stamford
Speaker: Jill Collinge

The George Hotel, St Martin’s, Stamford

Jill is a spirited speaker and Blue Badge guide
for Stamford of long standing. She entertained
us with Stamford’s medieval prominence as a
centre of the wool and cloth trade with fourteen
churches, now reduced to seven (one a shop).
Its 18th Century role as a major stopping point
on the Great North Road , the key influence of
the Exeters in nudging  industrial and large
scale railway development away are well
known; but less so is the excellence of the
stained glass windows in Browns almshouses,
the former ability of The George to stable 86
pairs of horses, the fact that Stamford had a
dispensation during World War II to keep its
metal railings, and the origin of some of its
place names. Maiden Lane apparently is
derived from an Arab word meaning a
connecting way between two market areas.
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PETERBOROUGH BLUE
PLAQUES REVISITED

Toby Wood

In 2017, the Civic Society installed twenty new
blue plaques in the centre of Peterborough.
These plaques were supported by a 16-page
leaflet and a wealth of information on the
Society’s website. The story of how these came
about was documented in the annual report last
year.

In late 2017/early 2018 we were approached by
Peterborough City Council who wanted to erect
a plaque to commemorate a building in Long
Causeway which was host to a World War I
recruitment office between 1914 and 1917. The
Council was keen to erect a plaque that had the
same design and look as our original twenty. It
would be confusing to the public if two parallel
plaque schemes were in operation! Of course
we agreed and the plaque was unveiled in June
2018 as part of Armed Forces Day.

Toby Wood, Vernon & June Bull, David Turnock

The blue plaques subcommittee has recently
reconvened and has been considering a further
phase of the project. This is likely to include up
to a dozen new plaques, once again sited in or
close to the city centre. We have received a
number of suggestions from members of the
public as well as Society members. Of course
some of the suggestions will be taken up –
however, some may not be suitable at this
moment.

Once again we are in the process of looking at
these suggestions and seeing how they would
fit into the overall scheme in the city centre.
The group, comprising Peter Lee, Richard
Hillier, Henry Duckett, Pauline Sidebottom,
Roger Davis, Ian Webb and myself have been
busy matching suggestions against the blue
plaque criteria, looking at potential sources of
funding, identifying locations and, perhaps
most importantly, attempting to devise suitable
text for the plaques and for any accompanying
information.

It is hoped that, as part of next year’s annual
report, we will be reporting on yet another
successful blue plaques implementation.
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TALKS PROGRAMME  2018 - 2019

All meetings at 7:30 pm
St Mark’s Church Hall

Lincoln Road Peterborough PE1 2SN
(except October)

MEETING    SPEAKER

Monday Charlie Kitchin, RSPB Site Manager
10 September 2018 Breeding Birds, Grazing and Flood Management
      in the Washes

Monday Dr Jonathan Foyle, Author and architectural historian
8 October 2018 Peterborough Cathedral: A Glimpse of Heaven cont...
      at the John Clare Theatre, Central Library, Broadway
      Admission £7.00

Monday    Annual General Meeting followed by
12 November 2018 Dr Francis Pryor, Archaeologist and writer
      Britain’s Hidden Landscapes

Monday Dr Michael Osborne, Historian of wartime installations
10 December 2018  The Civil War in the Fens

Monday Dr Melissa Thompson, Designation Adviser at
14 January 2019  Historic England
      70 Years of Listed Buildings

Monday    Brian White, Curator, Nene Valley Railway museum
11 February  2019 The Travelling Post Office and 40 Years of Nene
      Valley Railway

Monday Jed Jaggard, Presenter and Re-enactor
11 March 2019  The Roman Soldier from Invasion to Withdrawal

Monday Mike Petty, Cambridgeshire Researcher, Historian
8 April 2019  Vanishing Cambridgeshire

Wednesday (NB)  Jan Munt, formerly Ely Cathedral Education Officer
8 May 2019  Ely Cathedral - its History and Symbolism
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PETERBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MAY 2018

INCOME     2018   2017
   £   £

Subscriptions received  2549.00  1570.00

Gift Aid - Income Tax Receivable   589.64 272.75

Meeting Income  39.48     -

Donations - General Donations   948.50             439.00

Summer Visits charges                                             1,179.00  834.00

Sales - greetings cards  272.00               -

Sales - Peterborough In Detail   831.64 2,545.83

Sales - tea towels           23.00   32.00

Sales - walks leaflets            1.00            -

Sales - Westwood Airfield DVD         21.75        51.75

Interest Received  0.22                0.23

Lottery Ticket Sales  429.00            478.00

Plaques - contributions from external bodies 377.28          1,359.72

Heritage Open Days (Vivacity contribution)      -                   500.00
_________ __________

Total Income for the year  7,261.51   8,083.28

Less: Expenditure for the year  (5,833.78)  (15,192.71)
_________ __________

Surplus/(Deficit) for the year                                    1,427.73       (7,109.43)
        ============ ============



PETERBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MAY 2018

EXPENDITURE
2018 2017

£ £

Annual Report 612.81 684.80
Quarterly newsletters 349.43 702.88
Monthly Meeting Expenses, including hall hire 640.36 461.34
Insurance Premium 194.12 190.65
Committee Members’ Expenses 205.49 193.79
Printing, stationery & postage 504.96 135.05
Civic Voice Subscription 319.50 350.00
Lottery prizes 180.00 220.00
Summer visits expenses                                     1,288.67 403.00
Donations
   - Peterborough Cathedral 900 appeal 250.00               250.00
   - Stibbington Church
            (disbursement of donation received)    -                      100.00
Peterborough and its Villages In Detail
   - cost of sales                               756.00 1,089.00
   - sales expenses   46.85      63.47
Greeting cards
   - cost of sales 93.23                    -
   - sales expenses 43.16                    -
Fletton Quays timelapse photography                   203.20                    -
Heritage Open Days 20.00               576.00
Plaques - purchase, fixing and trail leaflet     -                9,567.48
Public Address system     -                   205.25
Refund of overpayments
   - subscriptions 86.00                     -
   - Peterborough and its Villages in Detail 40.00                     -

_________ ________
Total Expenditure for the Year                             5,833.78          15,192.71

============ =============
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PETERBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST MAY 2018

2018 2017
£ £

Fixed Assets
Tangible assets

Cost 1043.83                    1043.83
Depreciation (1043.83)                 (1043.83)

________ _______
        -       -
________ __ _____

Current Assets

Cash at bank and in hand  8,052.32                   7,321.09
Debtors                                                          -                               -
Stock
   - Peterborough in Detail 1,323.00 2,079.00
   - Collage greeting cards 1,452.50       -

________ ________
10,827.82                  9,400.09

_________ __________
Current Liabilities

Creditors     -                               -

_________ ______

    -                                -

Current assets less current ________ ________
Liabilities                                            10,827.82 9,400.09

===================== =====================

Capital and Reserves

Balance brought forward 9,400.09                  16,509.52
Surplus/(Deficit) of expenditure
over income                                            1,427.73                  (7,109.43)

_________ ________
10,827.82                    9,400.09
===================== =====================
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Peterborough Civic Society is
affiliated to Civic Voice.


