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CIVIC PRIDE?
Peterborough Civic Society Chairman David Turnock and
Vice Chairman Toby Wood go head to head…
oby It’s strange what makes
some people socially responsible
and some the opposite.
David What do you mean?
Toby Well here’s a really simple
example. There are two people walking
down Bridge Street – both have eaten a
chocolate bar. One puts the wrapper in
a bin and the other throws it on
the ground. What makes the
two people act differently?
David Good question!
I suppose it’s a number
of factors. First I
suppose it must be your
upbringing. From a very
early age parents teach
children what they should
do or what they shouldn’t,
or at least most parents do!
Toby Let’s not forget the influence
of schools. When I was a primary age
child, at Dogsthorpe infants, juniors
and then St Thomas More Primary
school, one of the biggest sins was to
drop litter. We had assemblies about
litter, litter patrols, litter monitors, litter
detentions. The world seems to be awash
with waste bins, black plastic bags and
rubber gloves and the teachers only
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seemed happy when the whole world,
albeit temporarily was a litter-free.
David It was the same for me. And let’s
not forget those more general citizenship
issues that we were taught at school.
Toby I get all that David so why is
it that there are people who are still
antisocial and do the wrong thing?
David I reckon a lot of it is to
do with a sense of belonging
and pride in your immediate
environment. If you’ve
made a conscious decision
to stay in a particular
house, whether as a home
owner or as a tenant, you
have a vested interest in
making sure that where you
live is pleasant and attractive.
Toby Conversely it’s
likely that, if you don’t think you’re
going to be spending very long
somewhere, then you haven’t got that
vested interest in the community.
David Perhaps civic pride and civic
responsibility are virtually synonymous,
the only difference being that responsibility
implies duty or accountability.
Toby I get rather fed up with people
constantly saying what is the Council

going to do about this or that? As if it’s
always somebody else’s responsibility. My
personal view is that civic responsibility
must start with yourself. You can’t
expect others to do things unless
you are prepared to take a lead.
David I suppose so much of all of
this is to do with a sense of belonging.
How do we feel about the place where we
live? Is it better than the place we were
before? What do you want the future to
look like? What do we want our future
homes, streets and cities to look like?
Toby That’s very true David, in fact
there are quite a few local issues at the
moment which look at that sense of civic
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pride and responsibility in a broader sense.
David Yes, Toby. There are two
really big issues at the moment that
have real relevance as to how we want
Peterborough to look and feel.
Toby You mean the future of
the Embankment and the proposed
developments at Northminster?
David Yes, those two are the most
obvious examples at the moment.
Peterborough seems to be devising
big schemes which aren’t necessarily
taking account of the needs of the
people who already live here. For
example, the proposed changes to the
Embankment would take away spaces
that are currently used for events and
attractions such as the highly successful
annual Peterborough Beer Festival and
the fairs that visit throughout the year.
Toby I see what you mean. But surely it’s
not just about those events. It’s about what’s
the best use of green spaces in and around
the city centre. The last thing we need to
do is to get rid of open spaces that could be
used by existing and new Peterbororians.
David That’s precisely it. The new
residents of Fletton Quays and other new
city centre developments need open spaces
that they can enjoy. After all, many of these
new residents were attracted to come to
Peterborough because of these spaces.
Toby Let’s not forget that the new
bridge that’s going to be built over the
river Nene, from Fletton Quays to the
Embankment will help to open up that
whole area. There are real possibilities on
both banks of the river, restaurants, cafes
and other venues may be developed as part
of the whole improvement to the area.
David That’s right. City centre
regeneration isn’t just about building
more and more flats and apartments,
it’s also about attracting those who live

outside the city centre back again. And
goodness knows we need that to happen,
particularly bearing in mind the setbacks
that have happened over the past year or
so – the closure of John Lewis as well as
other city centre retail outlets closing.
Toby Can you use the same arguments
for the proposed development of
the so-called Northminster area?
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David Very much so. Just by building
more flats and apartments you’re not
necessarily creating new communities. In
fact the opposite can happen. By taking
away a facility such as the market you are
not only depriving people from all over the
city of a traditional and existing retail offer,
you’re also in danger of creating an area or
neighbourhood that has little or no identity.
Toby So how can ‘ordinary’ people
get involved or have their say? It’s not
always easy for people to feel that their
voice is being listened to. Too often,
when faced by large projects or big
business, individuals think that they
are just unable to make a difference.

“civic responsibility must start
with yourself. You can’t expect
others to do things unless you
are prepared to take a lead.”

David Well there’s a
number of ways. With
regard to the Embankment,
there’s a Facebook group
set up called Save Our
Green Space Embankment
Peterborough. You
can join them or just
send a message of support. And don’t
forget the more traditional ways of
making your voice heard, by contacting
your local Councillor or MP.
Toby Remember that Peterborough has
two MPs – Paul Bristow and Shailesh Vara,
the MP for North-west Cambridgeshire.
David Well that’s part of the bigger

Peterborough picture. However most people
feel that they can’t really influence those
sort of Council/big business decisions.
Surely there are easy, practical things
that all of us can do too. We all need
regular reminders to play our part.
Toby Yes, just imagine a city where
every motorist drove carefully, parked
sensibly and was sensitive to other road
users as well as pedestrians … and a city
where the environment was clean and tidy.
David Back to your litter again!
Toby That just shows what a good job
those teachers did on me all those years
ago. Anyway basically the message is if
you feel that there is a local issue that you
feel strongly about you can take action
in a variety of ways – by taking care of
your own immediate environment, by
suggesting improvements that can be
made or by directly contacting those with
power and influence. And if all that fails
you can chain yourself to the railings.
David Not just yet Toby, but it’s always
an option if no-one is listening to you!
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